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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: NIGERIAN PROGRESS AND POLICY ON BILATERAL AIR 
AGREEMENTS 

REF: LAGOS 2273 

1 IN PRESS RELEASE DATED FEB. 27, 1&77, THE MINISTRY OF AVIATION 
REPORTED THAT NIGERIA HAD SIGNED BILATERAL AIR SERVICE AGREEMENTS 
WITH 14 NATIONS IN LAST 24 MONTHS; IN NEWSPAPER ARTICLE OF 
MARCH 14 A FIFTEENTH AGREEMENT WITH THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
WAS ANNOUNCED. 

2. THE PRESS RELEASE STRESSED FMG DESIRES HAVE FORMAL AGREEMENTS 
WITH ALL COUNTRIES WHOSE DESIGNATED AIRLINES OPERATED SCHEDULED 
INTERNATIONAL AIR SERVICES TO AND THROUGH NIGERIA. FURTHER, 
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GOVERNMENT SOUGHT TO RECTIFY ANOMALY OF PAST WPERE MOST FOREIGN 
AIRLINES OPERATED ON BASIS OF PROVISIONAL LICENSES WHICH CONFERRED 
QTE UNDUE AND UNRECIPROCATED PRIVILEGES. UNQTE. 

3, COMMENT: FMG BEHAVIOR AND STATEMENTS UNDERSCORE SERIOUS 
NATURE OF FMG DETERMINATION TO HAVE BILATERAL AGREEMENT WITH 
US, AS REPORTED IN REFTEL. IN LIGHT OF THIS AND OF PRESENT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

AND FUTURE IMPORTANCE OF US AIR SERVICE TO AND THROUGP 
NIGERIA, EMBASSY URGES DEPARTMENT CONSIDER POSSIBLE 
DESIRABILITY OF ADVANCING TIMETABLE FOR COMMENCING BILATERAL 
AIR NEGOTIATIONS WITH FMG. IN OUR VIEW, THE SOONER THE 
BETTER. 
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